
Pro-Woman, Pro-Life
ISSUE
Support Pregnant Women and Oppose Abortion Expansion

BACKGROUND
In 2013, Governor Andrew Cuomo strongly promoted a “Women’s Equality Act” (WEA, 
A.8070) that included abortion expansion among its ten provisions. The Governor’s bill 
would imbed the Roe vs Wade unlimited abortion license into New York statute and repeal 
current law which allows late-term abortions only to save the life of the mother. It would 
also repeal New York’s physician-only law, enabling non-doctors to perform abortions. 
The Assembly passed the Women’s Equality Act (including abortion expansion), while the 
Senate passed nine of the ten women’s agenda items individually, and voted down a hostile 
abortion expansion amendment.   

In his 2014 State of the State address, the Governor repeated his call to the legislature to 
pass his “Women’s Equality Act,” including late-term abortion expansion. At the same 
time, the Governor’s proposed 2014-15 Executive Budget once again significantly de-
creases funding for the Maternity & Early Childhood Foundation which supports abortion 
alternatives.

MESSAGE POINTS

Support Pregnant Women

The Maternity & Early Childhood Foundation (MECF) helps low-income single moth- ●
ers by supporting organizations that provide pre- and post-natal care services across the 
state. No funds distributed through MECF are used in the counseling or provision of abortion. Funding for the Foun-
dation has decreased from $1.2 million in 2009 to $533,000 in 2013. Governor Cuomo has eliminated the specific line 
item for MECF in his Executive Budget. Urge your lawmakers to restore and increase funding for the Maternity & 
Early Childhood Foundation to a minimum of $600,000.

Oppose Abortion Expansion

The “Women’s Equality Act” would make New York State a safe haven for late-term abortionists.  By imbedding a  ●
“health” exception in New York law, the bill would ensure that abortions are legal through all nine months of preg-
nancy for any reason. Thus late-term abortionists, such as Dr. Kermit Gosnell of Philadelphia, who can be tried and 
convicted of illegal abortions in their states, will flee to New York to set up their clinics without fear of prosecution. 
This invites mistreatment and harm against women, contrary to the stated goals of the WEA.

The “Women’s Equality Act” would not simply “codify federal law” in New York law, as proponents claim. Roe vs  ●
Wade is no longer the law of the land. Subsequent US Supreme Court rulings allow states to regulate and restrict abor-
tion, and even ban a certain method of abortion. The Women’s Equality Act would expand late-term abortion, allow 
non-doctors to perform abortions, and make abortion immune to regulations and restrictions.

 
New York State Catholic Conference 

        

“It is horrific even to think 
that there are children, 
victims of abortion, who 
will never see the light of 
day.” 

—Pope Francis, State 
of the World Address, 

1/13/14)

“We promote a culture of 
life by supporting laws 
and programs that encour-
age childbirth and adop-
tion over abortion and 
by addressing poverty, 
providing health care, and 
offering other assistance 
to pregnant women, chil-
dren, and families.” 

—U.S. Catholic Bishops, 
Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship, 2011
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