
Preserving Catholic Schools
ISSUE
Include Education Investment Tax Credits in the State Budget

BACKGROUND
Catholic schools face a continuing economic crisis. A significant number of our schools 
have been forced to close and the solvency of others is increasingly threatened as fewer 
families are able to afford the dual burden of taxes and tuition. The resulting cost of having 
to educate more children in public schools only exacerbates the financial crisis lawmakers 
are trying to solve. A majority of the lawmakers support enactment of the Education Invest-
ment Tax Credit proposal, S.4099 by Senator Golden and A.1826 by Assemblyman Cusick, 
because it will support all families regardless of where their children attend school.

 
MESSAGE POINTS

The Education Investment Incentives Act is needed to help keep Catholic schools af- ●
fordable for families which, in turn, relieve pressure on the state budget and produce a 
savings to taxpayers.

The measure provides an equal level of support for public schools enabling public  ●
schools to restore, start or expand important programs for students.  

The bill is a win-win-win. Public schools win by seeing more private gifts to offset  ●
costs. Families win by having a true choice in where to send their children to school, 
especially low- and middle-income. And the taxpayers win by allowing religious and 
independent schools to stay open, saving billions of tax dollars per year that would oth-
erwise be spent to educate the children in those schools in the public schools instead. 

The bill would enable individuals and businesses to increase their charitable giving to  ●
public schools and scholarship-making charities that help families send their children to independent and religious 
schools. This would have a tremendous impact on private giving to education. It would not take any money from pub-
lic schools; in fact it would increase support to public schools.

The bill also gives every teacher a tax credit for their out-of-pocket purchases of classroom supplies. ●

The Senate has twice passed the measure and a majority of Assembly members co-sponsor the bill.  The time is right  ●
to enact it into law as part of the state budget.

More and more families are forced to enroll their children in public schools, thus increasing the cost to the state and  ●
exacerbating the financial crisis lawmakers are trying to solve. 

Catholic and other religious and independent schools educate nearly 500,000 children, save New York’s taxpayers $9  ●
billion each year, and are an integral part of New York’s economy.
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Catholic schools, which 
always strive to join their 
work of education with 
the explicit proclamation 
of the Gospel, are a most 
valuable resource for the 
evangelization of culture, 
even in those countries 
and cities where hostile 
situations challenge us to 
greater creativity in our 
search for suitable meth-
ods.
– Pope Francis, Evangelli 
Gaudium (2013)

“No child should be de-
nied his or her right to an 
education in faith, which 
in turn nurtures the soul of 
a nation.”  

    - Pope Benedict XVI to 
Catholic educators, Wash-
ington, D.C. Thursday, 17 

April 2008 
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